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Reading 
Dresden’s Language Arts curriculum uses the McGraw-Hill “Wonders” reading series and is fully aligned 
with the 5th grade Common Core Standards.  The series includes literacy selections and related skill 
building activities. Literature is explored using whole group close reading and shared reading. Students 
also explore related texts in small guided reading groups. During guided reading group time, students 
will be expected to read independently and complete various Daily 5/literacy stations (vocabulary, 
writing, word work, comprehension, etc.) when not meeting with Mrs. Larsen.  
 
Writing 
Students will participate in various types of writing activities based upon the Common Core 
Standards and 6 + 1 Writing Traits. These activities build upon previously learned skills and newly 
introduced concepts. Each student maintains a writing notebook for writing activities and note 
taking. Grammar lessons will focus on using correct grammar, sentence structure, and punctuation.  
 
Students will be responsible for a variety of written work throughout the year. Rubrics used to 
assess writing will be based upon the writing task.  For example, during Sept/Oct the students will 
be completing a narrative performance task and will be assessed using a 4-point scoring rubric 
specific for narrative writing.  Fifth graders complete 3 district- writing performance task 
assessments this year: Narrative, Informational/Explanatory, and Opinion/Argumentative.   
   
Spelling 
Our classroom will be following the spelling skills/list in the McGraw Hill program.  A weekly Spelling 
list can be found glued in the student’s agenda.  Unless otherwise stated, weekly tests will be given 
on Friday each week.  After the test is given the students will be introduced to the new spelling 
words and spelling pattern for the week.   
 
Mathematics 
Mathematics is a vital curriculum that reaches across several subjects. The overall goal for the 
mathematics curriculum involves building upon previously learned topics, maintain a strong 
understanding of number sense, and introduce new concepts that will create a foundation for the sixth-
grade mathematics curriculum and beyond.  It is extremely important for students to have their basic 
multiplication and division facts memorized.  I encourage the use of flash cards and computer 
programs to help in this process. 
 
Math Expressions units of study include:  
~ Addition & Subtraction with  
   Fractions & Mixed Numbers 
~ Addition & Subtraction with 
   Decimals 
~ Multiplication & Division with 

   Fractions  
~ Multiplication & Division with 
    Decimals  
~ Equations and Word Problems  
~ Measurement 

~ Fractions 
~ Decimals 
~ Geometry   

 
Homework will be given in Math almost every day. Students should be bringing home their red Math 
folders and Student Activity book daily.  
 



Social Studies 
The 5th grade social studies curriculum focuses on 3 main eras of American History: ERA 1 – Beginnings 
to 1620, ERA 2 – Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763), and ERA 3 – Revolution and the New Nation 
(1754-1800).  It is important for the children to understand how this country was founded and the 
principles upon which it was founded.  Along with this, students will also be learning about the roles of 
government on the local, state and federal level and our Core Democratic Values. 
 
Science 
Students will utilize both the Scientific Method and the Engineering Design Process to complete a 
variety of assignments to develop their level of understanding of the scientific concepts presented in 
class.  Assignments include worksheets (which are always due the following day), activities, and 
projects.  
Activities provide a hands-on approach to learning that actively engages students and promotes critical 
thinking skills and problem solving for students. They also combine a variety of subject areas, including 
Math and Language Arts. Students will be assessed in a variety of ways, including their teamwork and 
active participation in the activity, following written and oral directions, inclusion of detailed answers 
recorded in their data packet to determine their overall comprehension. The fifth grade Science 
curriculum includes the following areas of study: 
  
~ Structure and Properties of Matter  
~ Motion and Stability: Forces and  
    Interactions  
~ Energy  
~ From Molecules to Organisms: Structures 
   and Processes  

~ Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and 
   Dynamics  
~ Earth’s Place in the Universe  
~ Earth’s Systems  
~ Earth and Human Activity 

 
 

Other Important Information: 
 
Communication, Classroom Website, Agenda Book, and Daily Take Home Folder 
Communication is a vital link to your child’s success; therefore, in my classroom we will be using the Daily 
Communication Folders.  This folder, which will come home with them every night, will contain graded work, 
school notes, as well as any work that needs to be completed at home.  
 
Students will be using the daily agenda books to record the work they complete each day. The agenda books 
are reviewed at the end of each subject and again at the end of the day so that each student will know which 
assignments are considered homework, a work in progress, or completed. I ask that you please review and 
sign the agenda books on a daily basis so that you are familiar with the learning that is taking place.  A monthly 
newsletter is also sent out via email at the beginning of each month so that you are aware of upcoming units 
of study.  A copy of each newsletter is posted on my website at www.larsensclass.com.  I will also email weekly 
updates to ensure families are aware of upcoming special events, activities, and/or tests and quizzes.  Spelling 
lists, vocabulary sheets, study guides and other important information is also available on the website!  If you 
need to contact me, e-mail is usually the quickest and easiest form of communication.  I usually check my 
messages at the end of each school day and will respond as soon as possible.  Please feel free to contact me 
for any questions or concerns you may have. 



 
Academic Expectations 
As a 5th grade teacher, I have high expectations for students’ academic performance and growth.  Homework 
should take no more than one hour to complete each night.  Assignments should be completed by the 
student, and help given only after his/her best effort has been displayed. Encouraging your child to do the 
work him/herself will help develop good study habits. If your child does not have their math facts memorized, 
he/she should be working on them ASAP.   
 
Missing and Late Work: Any work that is turned in one day after the assigned due date will be considered late 
and marked down 15%.  If a student does not turn in an assignment on time, I will write a “Missing Work” note 
in his/her agenda.  Missing work must be turned in within an additional 2 days or the assignment will remain a 
0% in Power School.  
 
Absent or Family Emergency Work: It is the student’s responsibility to obtain work that was assigned during 
an absence. Our classroom agenda details the work from the previous day and is available for students to use. 
One day will be given for work completion for every day the student was absent. The student must make up 
missed class work. Many lessons depend on the previous day’s work. Several activities are done in 
prearranged groups and cannot be sent home. If a student is absent for more than three days, please make 
arrangements to pick up their work.  Please do not request a list of assignments ahead of time for extended 
absences that are not due to medical reasons (for example, vacations outside of the school calendar).  
Assignments may change based upon student needs; therefore, not all assignments can be sent home ahead 
of time.  
 
Re-do Papers: Many concepts can prove challenging to students.  I encourage children to redo papers that 
they received poor marks on.  Any assignment (excluding work turned in late, tests, quizzes, special projects, 
and work incorrectly completed due to not following directions) LOWER THAN 70% (C-) can be redone ONE 
time.  The students have one week to redo an assignment.  This is an opportunity for the students to fix their 
mistakes in order to improve their grade AND for practicing the particular skill they struggled with.  The 
students are to redo the assignment on a separate sheet of paper, staple the original to the redo, and return 
both papers with a parent or guardian’s signature.  The redo work is to be completed at home.  The final score 
is an average of the two grades.  It is the student’s responsibility to turn in a redone assignment.  Children who 
take advantage of this opportunity really do benefit!  Redo assignments do take longer to appear in 
PowerSchool, if you have a question regarding a redo assignment that your child may have turned in and 2 
weeks has passed please send me an email and I will get back to you. 
 
Report Cards/Progress Reports 
Report card grades are sent out to families four times per year (November, February, April, and June).  Grades 
are given for class work, tests and quizzes, and projects throughout each marking period.  Parents are strongly 
encouraged to check PowerSchool daily to monitor progress. 
 
Snacks and Water Bottles 
Each student may bring a water bottle (water only) and one nutritious snack daily. Keep in mind that our 
snacks are “working snacks”.  Also, we DO have food allergies this year so PLEASE do not send in any snacks 
with nuts or tree nuts. Please leave the cookies, chips, candy, etc. for lunch or after school. No gum will be 
allowed in our classroom. 
 
Money 
If you send money to school with your child for anything (including hot lunch), PLEASE place it in a sealed 
envelope/Ziploc bag with your child’s name, what the money is for, and the amount. 



 
Birthdays 
Dresden Elementary School has a policy in place regarding birthday celebrations. Due to the increased focus 
on keeping our students healthy, we will continue with our goal of promoting healthier choices.  This year we 
will not be accepting birthday treats into our classrooms or school.  Please keep in mind that this means no 
food items will be distributed to classmates if your child celebrates a birthday during the school year.  
Alternative items for students to pass out on their birthday may include a book for the class, a board game for 
indoor recess, playground equipment for outdoor recess, or items such as individual pencils, stickers, or 
erasers. In addition, students may not pass out birthday party invitations during the school day. Thank you in 
advance for your adherence to this practice. 
 
Behavior 
Classroom Rules: 
-Follow directions the first time they are given.  
-Stay on task during all work periods.         
-One person speaks at a time. 

 
- -Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself at all 
    times.  

**Be ready to learn, work hard, and have fun!!  **Believe in yourself and try new things!!  
 
A student who chooses to meet the expectations may receive: 
-Verbal Praise  -Positive note in Agenda  -Choose from Thank You Bin 
-Recess Privilege -Class marbles    -Clip up on behavior chart   
 
A student who chooses NOT to meet the expectations may receive: 
-Verbal warning              -Note Home to Parent in Agenda                     -Loss of Recess Privilege  
-Action Plan/Referral  -Meeting with Parent and/or Principal -Clip down on behavior chart 
 
Allergies 
We do have a student allergic to peanuts so this is a nut free classroom.  Additionally, we have a student that 
has a latex allergy.  Unfortunately, I have very severe allergies and bronchial asthma.  I ask that your child 
does not wear any scented fragrances, perfume, colognes, body spray, etc.  When it gets humid I do keep the 
air conditioning on and I’ve already told the students that they may leave a light jacket in the classroom in 
case they feel chilled.  Thank you very much for your cooperation! 
 
Much of a child’s attitude and success depends on his/her parents’ attitude and expectations regarding 
education and behavior.  Please encourage your child to behave respectfully, responsibly, and safely.  I do 
notice and appreciate those of you who help make our classroom a pleasant learning environment!!   
 
Again, welcome to my classroom!  Please encourage your child to LISTEN, FOLLOW DIRECTIONS, TRY, and ASK 
QUESTIONS.  These are four of the most important tools they can learn to help them succeed in school.  I am 
looking forward to a successful year with your child. Thank you!!  ~Mrs. Larsen 
 


