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Vocabulary: 

1. culture: way of life of a group of people 
 

2. nomadic: people who follow the food source, do not stay in one place 

3. civilization: a culture with systems of government, education, and religion 

4. agriculture: farming 
 

5. irrigation: a man-made system to supply water to an area using ditches and 

pipes. 
 

6. hieroglyphs: pictures and symbols used in early writing 

7. pok-a-tok: a Maya game that was a mix of basketball, soccer, and volleyball. 

The losers of the game were sacrificed to the Gods  

8. kivas: underground rooms used for religious ceremonies by the Anasazi 

Maya: 

1. When did the Maya civilization exist? 

2500 BC – 900 AD 

2. Where did the Maya live? 

Southern Mexico, Guatemala, and Belize 

Important Achievements of Maya 

*number 0 in mathematics 

*365 day calendar 

*writing with pictures and symbols (hieroglyphs) 

Aztecs: 

1. When did the Aztec civilization exist? 

1325 AD – 1521 AD 

2. Where did the Aztec live? 

Along Lake Texcoco and on a marshy island in Lake Texcoco 



3. How did the Aztec decide where to build their homeland? 

The Aztecs saw a sign from the Gods – an eagle perched on a cactus with a snake in its 

beak 

 

 

4. Describe the city of Tenochtitlan. 

The city of Tenochtitlan had a central market where thousands of people traded all types of 

items from around the empire. An important building was the Great Temple in the city’s 

ceremonial center. City had bridges and causeways connecting it to the mainland and people 

travelled by boats through canals around the city. 

 

5. What were some of the Aztec beliefs? 

Aztecs worshipped many Gods and sacrificed prisoners or slaves to honor the Gods. Built 

temples to honor the Gods. Very powerful leaders. Believed in having a strong army that 

conquered other civilizations. 

6. What were some of the Aztec economic activities? 

Built floating gardens to grow tomatoes, peppers, corn, squash, and potatoes. Largest market 

in the world. Built boats for fishing and travelling.  

Mound Builders: 

1. When did the Mound Builder civilization exist? 

100 AD - 700AD 

 

2. Where did the Mound Builders live? 

The Ohio and Mississippi River valleys 

3. How did the Mound Builders get food? 

Mound Builders were hunters and gatherers. 

4. What was the name of the largest Mound Builders city? 

Cahokia 

5. Why did the Mound Builders build the mounds? 

Built mounds for religious ceremonies and to bury people. 

 

 

 

 



Anasazi: 

1. When did the Anasazi civilization exist? 

3 AD - 700AD 
 

2. Where did the Anasazi live? 

Southwest, the Four Corners area. 

3. How did the Anasazi get food? 

Farming of maize, squash, and beans 

4. Describe the homes of the Anasazi. 

Large apartments built into the side of cliffs and built out of adobe. 

5. What were kivas? 

Special underground rooms for meetings and religious purposes. 

6. What did the Anasazi develop that helped them to farm in their hot, dry climate? 

Developed irrigation to bring water through a system of canals and pipes to their farming 

areas. 

 

 

Match the following terms to the correct civilization: 

a. pok-a-tok    1 

b. kivas     4 

c. floating gardens    2 

d. Four Corners    4 

e. powerful warriors    2 

f. adobe     4 

g. 365 day calendar    1 

h. Lake Texcoco     2 

i. Mississippi River    3 

 

1. Mayas 

2. Aztecs 

3. Mound Builders 

4. Anasazi 

 


