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Vocabulary:  

1. totem pole: A tall carved log used to honor an important person or to mark a special event. 

2. potlatch: A special feast given by Tlingits, in which the guests receive gifts. 

3. salmon run: The yearly return of salmon to lay eggs in the freshwater rivers where they were born is a 
salmon run. 

4. kachina: Living spirits that help bring rains and make crops grow. 

5. coup stick: The Lakota Sioux showed bravery by using this item to touch an enemy during battle without 
killing the enemy. 

6. winter count: Calendars on buffalo hides that record important events and are read in a 
counterclockwise spiral. 

7. jerky: Thin strips of dried meat. 

8. pemmican: Jerky that has added berries and fat. 

9. wampum: Polished beads used in gift-giving and trading by Native Americans. 

10. Iroquois Confederacy: A union of 5 separate Iroquois tribes to provide rules for living together in peace. 

 Tlingit:  

1. In what region of North America did the Tlingit live?  The Tlingit lived in the Northwest Coast region. 

2. Why did the Tlingit not have to farm?  The Tlingit did not have to farm because the wet climate of the 
Northwest Coast helps a variety of plants to grow. 

 3. Explain the three ways that the Tlingit got the food they needed.   

 *The Tlingit got the feed they needed by gathering roots and berries from the forests. 

*A second way the Tlingit got food was by hunting animals such as deer, elk, beaver, and bears in the 
forests. 

*A third way the Tlingit got food was by fishing for salmon, cod, herring, trout, and halibut in streams, 
rivers, and the ocean.  They used huge canoes to catch sea lions and otters.  They also gathered mussels, 
clams, and eggs along the shore. 



4. What enabled the Tlingit to be able to trade with other Native Americans? The Tlingit were able to 
trade with other Native Americans because they had direct water routes from the coast to other parts of 
the country.  

 

Hopi:  

1. In what region of North America did the Hopi live?  The Hopi lived in the Southwest region of North 
America. 

2. Describe the land of the Hopi.  The land of the Hopi is a hot, dry desert that has tall mountains, deep 
canyons, and steep mesas. 

3. How did the Hopi become successful farmers living in this area? (Be sure to explain what dry farming is 
and the role of the community).  The Hopi became successful farmers by using dry farming methods. Dry 
farming methods involve building dams and irrigation canals to bring water to crops. The Hopi also grew 
special corn plants that had long roots to reach underground water. Every person in the Hopi community 
performed a farming task: some planted, some weeded, and some kept pests away. 

4. What were the Hopi homes built out of and why did their homes not have doors or windows on the 
first floor? How did they get in and out of their homes?  The Hopi built their homes out of adobe to 
protect the house from the desert’s heat and cold, and from floods and snowstorms. Their homes had no 
doors or windows on the first floor to help protect them from invaders. To get in and out of their homes, 
they used ladders leading up and down from doors in the roofs. 

 

 

 Lakota Sioux:  

1. In what region of North America did the Lakota Sioux live?  The Lakota Sioux lived in the Great Plains 
region of North America. 

2. Describe the climate of the Great Plains.  The Great Plains was made up of dry prairies, which are flat or 
gently rolling land covered mostly with grasses and wildflowers. Summers can be extremely hot and 
winters extremely cold. Lack of rain makes growing corn and crops hard except in river areas. Herds of 
buffalo roamed the Great Plains. 

3. What is another name for the Lakota Sioux?  Another name for the Lakota Sioux is the Dakota. 

4. When and from where did horses come to the Great Plains? How did the life of the Lakota Sioux change after 
the taming of horses? Horses came to the Great Plains in the 1600s, the horses had escaped from Spanish owners 
and roamed freely across the Plains. Once the Lakota Sioux tamed the horses, hunting buffalo replaced farming as 
the main way of getting food. They stopped living in permanent settlements and began to follow the herds of 
buffalo. 



5. Explain the 4 steps for making a teepee from the buffalo skins.   

The 4 steps for making a teepee from the buffalo skins are: 

Step 1: A buffalo hide was scraped clean. 

Step 2: Several buffalo hides were sewn together to make the teepee cover. 

Step 3: Wooden poles were used to form the teepee frame. 

Step 4: Buffalo hides are stretched over the poles to cover the teepee.  

 

 

Iroquois:  

1. In what region of North America did the Iroquois live?  The Iroquois lived in the Eastern Woodlands 
region of North America. 

2. Name the 5 major Iroquois peoples.  

The 5 major Iroquois peoples are: 

*Mohawk 
*Oneida 
*Onondaga 
*Cayuga 
*Seneca 

3. What was the Hodenosaunee Trail?  The Hodenosaunee Trail is a central route that ran through the 
main villages of all 5 peoples. 

 
4. Describe longhouses.  Longhouses could be 200 feet long. Provides home for several families. Central aisle with 
cooking fires ran the length of the longhouse. Each family had its own living space on sides of aisle. Goods were 
stored overhead. Plants and animals were dried in the overhead area. There were smoke holes to allow fire smoke 
to escape. 
 
5. Why was the Iroquois Confederacy created and what role did Deganawida and Hiawatha play in creating it?  
Iroquois Confederacy was a union of the 5 Iroquois peoples and it was created to confront a common threat 
(northern tribes).  Deganawida and Hiawatha developed rules for the Iroquois to follow- the Great Laws. Rules and 
guidelines for living together. 
 


